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· What is Lyme disease?

· A chronic illness acquired from dear ticks that is that will commonly produce symptoms such as those accompanying the flu, along with severe fatigue, mental confusion, and in advanced cases, arthritis of the joints. 
· Borrelia burgdorferi -----> main spirochete, but there are a whole slew of microorganisms transmitted by the tick that are associated w/Lyme
· Different strains, including “chronic Lyme” that appears never to completely leave the patient
· Common treatments: strong antibiotics, proper nutrition

· Can be so debilitating and life-stopping that people are desperate for new treatments, willing to try nearly anything.

· What is Rife therapy?

· America scientist Royal Rife in the 1930s is known for building microscopes, studying TB, cancer, bacteria and viri

· Used specific frequencies of radiation to make bacteria and viri fluoresce for view under microscope.

· Cancer caused by bacteria--

· Claimed that specifically tuned electromagnetic waves could kill or “deactivate” specific bacteria.  

· Used machines designed by scientist John Abrams.

· Rife is now used to ‘treat’ a great number of ailments, from the common cold to backaches, to cancer, and perhaps most interestingly, Lyme disease.

· Rife therapy different from “Bio-resonance,” which seeks to correct “misaligned” energy of the body.
· Rife machines got the ‘Bent Spoon Award’ from the Australian magazine, Skeptic, for most preposterous technological claim (back around 2003?):

That this idea is implausible seems obvious, but even were we to assume it to be true, there is no logical reason to suppose that only pathogens should be adversely affected by specific frequencies. Thus, in the interests of safety, it would be expected that the construction and operation of the powerful machines designed to generate these specific healing frequencies should be very carefully monitored to prevent the wrong frequencies causing damage to healthy organisms.

This is not the case, as we will show later. Further, it should be remembered that this claimed theory of biophysics was postulated before Chadwick had discovered the neutron, and appears not to have won other than fringe acceptance, while the study of physics, biology and electronics have undergone revolutionary discoveries and changes in the 70 years since it was first postulated.
· American Cancer Society: “radio waves at the power level of those emitted by the rife generator do not have sufficient energy to destroy bacteria.”

· Huge lists of success stories online, could find no stories of people for whom it did not “work”

· Believers claim that research is being suppressed by the FDA and AMA.

· Too cheap and non-profitable a solution?  Conspiracy theories…..
· John Crain Trial----1960:  FDA raided the laboratories of Crain and took equipment, rife machines, data, etc. 
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· Noticed change in energy level right away, but he doesn’t know if he can credit the Rife machine for sure—started Epsom salt baths at the same time!
· Herx- people who use rife machines like to describe “herxing”after treatment—named after the Jarich-Herxheimer reaction, caused by sudden release of allergy-causing toxins when certain cellular organisms are attacked (spirochetes).
· Pop had a pretty strong “herx” after the first time using the machine—less and less of a reaction after each use.

· I went into this research believing that Rife machines work because of all the success stories I had heard about them and what my dad seemed to experience—however, I’m less sure at the moment.

· Rife machines may indeed provide benefits, but not necessarily through the mechanisms claimed.  

